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A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE 

FRO!.! THE ED I TOR'S CH A IR 

Tl!EY Gar l,.\·IAY O!ICE h!ORE, On the morning of Decernbor 17th, tho 
"Annuals", all addressed a.nd stamped, were stacked high on the 
t ables of t h~ York Th.ipl icating Services awa.i ting the a rri val of 
H.M' s . mail vo.n. ·t'ben I l ooked in again in the afternoon the tab -
l es had been cleared . I gave a. si gh of rel i ef - once again our 
11.A.nnual' 1 was e;.":ay to a l l points of the compass . It i s possible 
that one i,.ustralien enth us i as t received his copy by Christl!l.Rs Day, 
for so keen wcs he that he woul d insist upon it being se nt by air
mai l. I felt flat t ered seeir.g th o postage was more th an the cos t 
of t he "Annua l" . 

A day or two of anxious ·;,aiting , then cane tbe first report . 
It came appropriately enough fr om my first hobby friend, Harry 
Dowler . My heart leapt, for t hi s is 'l'1hat I r ea.d.: 

11fi marvellous product i on , the b es t ever ! Congr at ulations 
t o you c.nd tho York ~plicat in g Services for such a worth-wh il e 
job . Your subscri ber s mus t be alsolute ly t hrill ed when they 
open th ei r envelopes a nd see such a glorious ?.rr ay of nrticlea, 
so infom2.ti ve a nd almost encyclopedic , about thei r fn.vourite 
au t hors nnd pape r s of their boyhood dtlys . .And so ,ve ll produced, 
a positive delight to th e eye . You have indeed increo.sed the 
joy of our Chr i stmas . Many I many tbanics and I r eal l y mean it ,. 11 

Well , a pe rf ec t start indeed.. Harry , be won ' t mind me 
saying, can be a. co ndi d critic. If he thinks some thing is not up 
to tho mark , he isn 1t afraid to say so . Consequen t ly hi s prais e 
i s all th e more appreciated . 

A. few minute s af t er I bad read .Harry 1 s lette r caJIJe a tel e
gram f r om Dublin - "Congratul e..tions - '•1onderful ii.nnuo.J. :rec ei ved 
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to day . John Stokes . " 

A little lator ~ lett e r f r om Anthony Baker I ca n' t r es i s t 
quot i ng : 

"Aft er days of anxious waiti ng i t h2.s come ! ! If I s ay 
t ha t this year ' s C, D, Annual i s the best ever, I sha ll be 
understating i t, fo r quit e honestly, I don ' t know how to pr aise 
it enough . It is a quit e incredible mast e r pi ece . The art i cl es 
t he i llustr3tio ns , the production , and th e informa t ion a r e A. 1.+ " 

And so it went on righ t up t o Chr istma.c . I don ' t mind saying now 
that when I was working day after day on the "\'lho1 s Who" I got a 
l i ttle tired , but by gosh ! i t ' s al l bee n wor t h whi le . r,ba t 
pleases rr.e too i s t ha t coupled \'Ii t h praise for the cont ents , 
the r e • s praise fo r t he Iork Dupli cat i ng Services . They fu lly de-
se rv e i t . 

Wel l t ha t• s t he eighth year i n suc c ession . HO\·; ~r.:ipty:ny ~rjztmae 
\70u ld accr:i toCie l':ithout i t . I n any more Chri s t masses l e f t fo r me 
may the r e always be an Annua l in rr,y praye r. 

** *•* ** ** 
97 , 98 , 99 , 100 ! That next big event drav,s ever nearer, so 
s ha r pen your penci l s . Most l ikely the price will be 2/6 , and 
ne arl y double the usu al number of pages . I shou ld l i ke soce of 
you to t ell of hov, you first heard of tho C. D. , and of any happy 
experi ence& or f ri ends you have made as a r esu lt . I sha ll have 
something to say on t hat sco re myself , but I shal l have to cur b 
I:1yself , for i f I told all the s t ory , I should require a product i on 
as bi g ~ t he Annual~ 

********'it**********-lf* 
GREmING CARDS, My v ery bes t thanks to all who sen t n:e c ar ds a t 
Chri stmas . \That a grand display they made. It thri ll s me to 
th i nk of what a l ot of f ri ends I • ve got , 

- ---·=== = == 

Yours sin c er e l y, 
IiERllERl' LECKE!lEY. 

"Alih1JAL" CORREaJ'IO!,S 
Page 28. 1Tbe Ken King Sto ri es ' i n tile Boy 1s Fr i end Li brar y -

Del ete J!o, 557 ''!'he Out l a,?ed Three" , I t was a ' Rio !Cid' st ory , 

~ . D. B. ~tebs te r 1a Advert . The Holiday Annual requ ir e d i s 
fo r yea r 1935 , not 1929 . 

-·------- -----
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BL;JJ(J;JJV;J 
Conducted by Josephine Paclanan 

271 Archd ale Road 1 Ens t Dulwich 1 London , S.E. 22 

Owin,:; to t he l ength of the a rt ic l es I Ml once again left 
with on l y enough room fo r a few word s . Next month I will be back 
with my usunl poge . llennwhile I trust you a ll enjo yed you r C.D. 
Annual - e specia l ly the "Blake Circ le " f eat ure . 

J OSIE ?ACKMAN. 

SEJC!'ON !lL\KE 19 54 By DEREK FORD 
In th e "Case of t he Fat al Souvenir" ( s.B .L.11 9 ) Lewis 

Jack son r efers to a peri scopic mirr or which Sert on Blake sometimes 
uses to obaerve the cl ien t await i ng him i n his consu ltin g room. It 
i o e pity that he does not also poss es s a mirr or which could give 
him some idea or t he case& his chro niclers are about to or edi t him 
wi t h, t oo. If cuc h an appar atus were avai l able to him I feel 
s ure he would have refused re spo nsi bi lity fo r quite a few of the 
cnses a t tr ibut ed to him in 1954, published in th e s . B. L. run 303 
to 326. 1'0 be bri ef , tho onl y t !ling t ha t " ent "up" l ast year in 
t he S, B. Y!orl d was th e pr ice of the Li b r a r y from 8d . t o 9d, in 
June : as usual t here wns no int imation or expla.no.tion of this in
cre :t.so . 

Seven of t he usua l twent y-f our case-books came from Anthony 
Parsons - one more th an i n 1953 , Two of these cases take Jll olce 
abr oad, t o Inrlia e nd l.iorocco. His "Secret of t he Moroccan Bcu;.JAr11 

( 319) is not:ible for fentu r ing Blake ri ght t he way thr ough from 
page one . Just the opposit e, however, was ''The Viicked Three " (3 22) 
remin i scent of t he "Case of the Jap . Contr ac t" ( 271) I t hough t -
i n which Bloke plays onl y a 8"'al l part. This c ase incide ntll ll y , 
i nt roduces his Godson, barrister Guy St nt hlll!I, su cc es sfull y defen d-
in g his fi rst murder case .. Superintendent Venner appe ars in th r ee 
of t hese c ases . The ca.ee-book boat enjoyed was "l'he Secret of 
Si r.is ter Farm" (305) . 

From •alter Tyr er , Hugh Clevely and Rex Hardinge c ame four 
o&se- bo oks apiece . The onl y case wr itte n-up by Tyrer worthy of 
S.B . in my op i nion was his "Riddle of the :'renc h Alibi" (303)1 

----- --------- - -
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the rest were poor affairs, especially th o "Council Swindle" (318) , 
a most weary investigation: compare it with Paul Urquhart 1 s 

11
Boro 1 

Council Ramp", published in 1937 . I th i nk Clevely 1 s "Heir of 
Tower House11 ( 313), s tarring Pedro th e bloodhound , was his best 
case -b ook in 1954; th e rest weren ' t to o bad. Rex Hardinge went 
in f or whol esa l e murder ct sen in case-bo ok 308 and 315; unfortun 
ately I must r ato the latter and 325 as intruders i nto the S.B.L ., 
f or t hey onl y featur ed Blake a s an incidental charac t er . No. 306 
was all right . 

John Hunter, cont rar y to my not e i n "Sexto n Blake 1953 11 that 
he had given up writing f or the S. B. L., produced two case-books 
(3 12 and 320) t o hi s u su al fomu l a; both casos ta'<e Blake to 
France . 

Stanton Hope , Jo hn DNl!llllond and George Reos provided th o r e
maining th ree case - books . Of th ese , I regard Hope I s 11~:ystery of 
t he Engr aved Skull" ( 309} - takin g Blake to i,.ust ralia in a sea rch 
f or , among other things , the sunken gold st r i pped from the Kee Jong 

• Templ e dome, a.nd re-uni ti ng him wi th those navy types Joe Harman 
and Uik e 01 Flyn n - ~s th e bes t S. B. L. I read l ast year . I commend 
Rees ' "Sec r at of t he Suez Canal" (324 ) fo r its well-dravm bac k ground. 

• Brie f ly, Eric Parker il lustrated fourteen is sues ; di d you 
not ice his mistake on cover of S. B.L. No .. 317? 

.A note of future titles bega n in August . '!'here were no 
"Magazine Corners" . The only 11f i llers 11 were two 11LauE;hter in 
Court 11• 

The two- page Blake str ip still appeare d in the 11Knockout 11 
.. 

The illustr ations le ave much ~o be desired, but t te strip sto ry is 
not bad considering it s lim i t of a new case every week. 

I n conclusion , I shoul d like to tell you this story told me 
by a London correspondent: 

Looking in a sho~ off Chari ~g Cross Road , he spied in t he 
window a much- bat t e red bust of Sexton Blake, l abel l ed "Straigh t 
f rom the Teitple of J.:ithras , 15/-". 

He comments: "As the remple i s reckoned t o ba some 1, 800 
years old, this must su rel y be the first Sexto n Bl ake ! " 

--- -oo0oo ----- -
SEJ1l'ON BLAKE Oll THE FILiiS By WA11'ER ·,EBB 

PAilr ·rwo ••••••••.••• ••••• ON THE SOUND TF.ACK 
The nove lty that synchronizec'. sound broug ht to mot ion 
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pictu r es bad l ong worn of f before any decision ,1ns arrived at t o 
make a full-length , all- t alk ing Sexton Blake pictur e, and i t we.e 
not unt il th e ye ar 1935 that a Bri ti sh company began work on a 
screen adaption of Hamil ton Teed ' s sto ry "They Sball Repay!" , whi ch 
"as published in UNIOlf J;.CK No . 1,37 8 and featured l!ademoiselle 
Roxane . When I firs t saw this film in Bim in gham eighteen years 
ago - 1 t was c al led "Sexto n Blake and t he lfodemoieelle " - it re
qui r ed much fo r tit ude on my part to sit and see the whole thing 
t hrough , f or , l ike many of i ts predecesso rs, it was a drab affair, 
not th r ough any faul t of the artistes, but due to the materia l at 
th ei r dispos al which offered no scope at all for them to exercis e 
their talents. !Jade by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and dir ec t ed by Al ex 
Bryce , this pictur e was genera lly released week commencing 10th 
February 1936, and had George Curzon pl ay i ng the role of Sexto n 
Blake a.nd Tony Sympson as Tinker . Both 'iler e no mor e than adequate 
in their respec t i vo part s , as was Lorraine Gre y as Roxane . The 
chancter of Inspector Thomas was played by Edgar Norfolk . 

A bad start to the new Sext on :illnke talking pictures , which 
wn.s destin ed t o be ve ry 11 ttle improved upon in th e near distant 
future . Two ye?ars l at er l!et ro- Goldwyn- Uayor rele~sed anothe r 
Blake film , ent itled "Sexton l:Jlak.e and t he Hooded Te rr or", whic h 
wan adap t ed from th e SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY story , 'The Jlysto ry of 
No. 13 Caversham Sq,uar e ", by Pi erro Quiroul o , 3!ld quite a nw::lber 
of pl aye r s v1cll known in British films appea r ed in th e cast . George 
CUrzon and l'ony Sumpson vrere agai n Sexton Blake snd Ti nke r; Greni to 
Grant r,as p l cyed by Davi d Farrar , and Mad emoi selle Ju li e by Greta 
Gynt . A not able addition to the c:ist >1c.s Tod Sl aughte r , we ll 
kno\·m for his portr ayal of Sweeny Todd, t he Demon - Barber , who was 
seen in th e role of a. cha r acter nr .. -ned Michae l Larr sn . 1.trs. .Bardell,. 
Bl Rke' s housekeeper , was portrayed by !.!ari a '· righ t . Slightly bet -
t er th an the pre vi ous film bu t a long, l ong "'D.Y from being a good 
produc ti on, nnd one c:m onl y sum up by recording it ns a r,aste of 
t ime for the e:r.collon t e.rtiste s who appcr..red in it . 

E.ul y in 1945 cece an hour and twenty mi nutes ' offer in g 
of o.nother f ilm featur i ng the famous charac ter, entit led "Meet 
Sexto n Blnk e" . David Farr ar , who had play ed the cha rac t er of 
Grenite Grant in tho previou s pictu r e , enacted the role of Sexton 
Bl~-.:e in this one and gave qui t e c good performance. A young 
acto r named John Varl ey played Tinke r . The fili:J \fas an adaptio n 
of Anthony P:irs ons ' sto ry, ''The Ce.es of the Sto l en Despatches" 

.. --- · -- -·----------
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(S.B.L.Jro . 19, New Ser ies ) , nnd was di r ected by Jo hn Har low. A.s 
i n most of Anthony Parsons ' stories Superintendent Venner \7as pr o-
minen t l y feature d , as was a l ee Ser geant Belford. Venner was pl ayed 
by the well -k nown Bri t ish actor , Gor don McLeod. The char acte r 
of Yvonne, who was undoubtedly the llademoise l l e Yvonne de Br ase l i eu 
of t he S.B.L . stories, was pl ayed by llagda Kun , and that of Mrs . 
Bardell was in the capable bands of Kathleen Harrison. Hardl y a 
brillian t bit of casting he re, for although t he latter is i n the 
front rank of Bri tish ' s char a cter actresses, she lacks the physi c al 
propo r tions necessa r y to make her identical in any way to Bl ake ' s 
gener ous l y- fanned housekeeper . It was indeed a very emaciated 
looki ng !.!rs. Bardell who flitted across the scree n in this parti 
cula r film - a f i lm nota ble not so much fo r i t s quality, 'r7hich was 
only mode rate , but for th e appe ara nce of a sixteen - yea r -old girl, 
playing only her second p3.rt i n pictures, who is today , bo t h he re 
and i n Amer ica, famous for her many splendid pe rf ormances in f i lms 
in which she has appear ed, on the strength of which she has r eached 
wel l -merited stardom . In private life Mrs. St ewart Granger , she 
i s bette r known as Jean Simmons . 

Dur ing the same year , just pr i or to Christmas , Brit i sh 
• 1:ationa l- Anglo-Ameri can Pictu r es distributed a fur t her Sext on Blake 

fi lm di r ec ted by John Har lo w. · This one w::i.s called ''The Echo 
Murder s" , based on the S. E. L. sto ry 1-r'he ·r crr or of Tregan.'it h" , by 
John Sylvester , publi shed in lfay 1943 , and once aga i n Davi d Farr ar 
playe d the role of Sexton Blake . A notable absentee was Ti nk e r, 
an d nei the r was Mrs. Bardell fe-a.tu r ed; i n fact, i n this hect i c but 
co nf use d pi ctu r e, Bl ake battl ed withou t the assis t ance of any of 
the var io us favourite supporting characters well -k nown to r eade r s 
of th e Bloke papers . 

Thi s is the l ast Blake f i lm to date, and at t he time of 
wr iting t he re i s no sign of any furt her produ c tions featuring tbe 
famous character goi ng before the c2Jner as, for, withou t exception , 
they pulled in very li tt l e at t he box---0ffice . That t hey wer e poor 
coney-sp i nne r s may be e t tr i buted to se vera l factors; firS tl y , t hey 
were made as cheaply as possible; secondly, ha rdl y one name l ikely 
to mean anyth i ng at the box---0ffi ce 11ae inc luded i n any of the pro 
duc t ions; thirdly, se l ect i on of the st ories ada pt ed for the sc re en 
le f t a lot to be desi r ed , and since th ey wer e all in diffe r entl y 
a ct ed, di r ected and produced have lon g since bee n f or gotten by t he 
ord ~~':'! _~.:_"'.=_~er_: _ _ I_:_:::":'mber_::~ ~t all it must _ bo by the f~!_ __ 
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r emain ing loyal readers of the Blak e papers, 

Looking back on th o hundreds of Blak e s tori es th at have been 
writ ten , it must be admitted th at a vast nwnber of them would l end 
t hemselves most unkind ly to cine matogrnphic trea t ment. They were 
writt en fo r the th rill e r f an, and th at means principally for mas
culin e consumption, but a film whi ch aims solel y at sat is f yin g the 
male with no r egn.rd at all fo r tho entertainment of t he opposite 
sex is destinod to fl op , 

The s eries of Sex ton Blak e s torico i dea lly su it ed t o the 
sc re en would be the Nirvan a t ales by HM1ilton Teed, fo r they c on
tai n everything nece ssa ry to make good ent ert ai nment in th at medium -
a good plot , contain in g a strong human int er es t, with romance , ad
ventu re and crime proportionat e ly blended. Having , with good rea
son , cast n vot e of no co nf i dence in British pr oducers , I would 
like t o see n Hollywood ef fo rt i n r os poct of th e Nirvana stories 
with a ll British plnyers - or nearly s o - in the l eading rol es . In 
th e bends o!' ::>. good s cenR.rio- writer these stor i es coul d be com
pressed into fl. r,hol o t o mnke a film - pref erably in t echn icolour -
which would appea l t o the vnat maj ori t y of cin ema audi ences. And 
wbo moro su it able for th is tnsk than Barre Lyndon, himse l1' an ol d 
Sexton .Blak e write r, now re s i dent in Hollyw ood, and f o:nous for his 
highly succossfu l pl oy, "l'h e Amazi ng Dr, Cli tt er hou se ", which was 
not onl y a success on stage .J.nd scr ee n, but r:a.a ve ry f avour abl y re
ce iv ed on T. V. o.nd Rndio. DarrO Lyndon also wrot e t he scena rio 
f or th o.t exc el l ent and unusua l f i lm 11\,ar of the Worl ds ", bes ides 
seve r al oth ers. Better k.noVln to read ors of t Ce old boy ' s papers 
as Alf red Edgar, he \72.S fo r a t itle odi to r of t he !:ele on Loo Library, 
in which c@.paci ty ho has not escape d n. c e rt ain amount of criti cism 
f rom su rviving reade r s of th ct poriodicn l . But i f bi s edit orfal 
ve ntu r es did not meet ?d th the succe ss aimed for , there is no que s 
t i on r.s to hi s :ibility as n wri t er , and he would bo just the man to 
wri t e up Sexton Blnk e for t ho scree n. 

Giv en th e job of se l ectin g the cost I would unhesitntingly 
cho ose Bri tis h e.ct or Guy Rolre for t he rol e of Sexton Blake , fo r 
any Blalce follo wer who s111·1 thi s fin e ac tor in th e par t of th o doc 
t or i n th e r ecent British film, distri butod by Renovm Pict ur es , 
"Danco, Lit t le Le dy", must have been amazed at his uncanny l i keno s e 
to t he ch o.rac ter :i.s po rtr aye d by tb nt t nle nted arti st , E.R.P nrke r 
in t he Blalce pape r s . Dirk Bognrd o , one of tho most popul i,r young 
s t !irs of t he Brit ish s cr ee n, woul d fill tho ro l e of !'i nker lldmira bl y , 
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whi l st for th o pa r t of Mademoiselle Yvonne , th e beautiful you ng 
adventuress who cua se d such rio t ous disturbances in the heart of 
the famous det ectiv e , M.Rureeu O' Hara has a ll the necessA.ry quo.l i 
fice.tions to mako th o ro l o a success f ul one . Finding a Br i tisb 
sta r or f oat ur cd player t o t oke tho pa rt of Nirv ana thti waif, who 
did to the youthful '!'i nker whnt Yvonne did to Blclce , i s a much more 
diffi cult task ruid I find it nccess t!ry t o cast ac ros s the wnt e r for 
the s t ar who woul d do mor o than j us ti ce to th e role . Tho ideel 
cho i ce there wou l d be Virgi na iJayo who alth ough America n is not 
obvious l y so , and has on mor e t han one occas i on fi l led the pa.rt of 
an English gi r l wit h success , as witness her ple asing performances 
as Lady Barba r a Well esley in c.s. For reste r ' s epic of the sea., 
"Captain Hora ti o Hornblowe r , R. N. 11

, and as the Lady Edith i n "King 
Richard and the Cruso.ders 11

, t he screen adaptio n of Sir \ialte r Scott ' 
femou s story , "The Talis:can ", which is now goin g t he rou nds . As 
the blonde dance r who ~to l e Tinker's heart and almost caused a 
break-up i n the B3ker St reet finn, Virgin ia Mayo would not only 
l ook the part but would invest it with both charr.: and intellige nce, 
and hav i ng no little ability a s a dancer would be i n her el ement. 
With a musical scor e added, one or two or i gi na l dance numbers in -

• tr oduc ed a nd under capable direct i on a fil.!!i with su ch a f i ne cast 
with unstinted co-o peration from the techn i cal side to do full 
j ustice to their tale n ts, t he sto r y of Nil"'\·o.na the danc er could 
eas i l y be made into a fi rs t-cl ass motion picture of wid e app ea l . 
Of course, the chances of su ch a film being made are prac t ically 
ni l, but if i n some surprising manner it was made , it would go o. 
long wo.y towa rds extinguishing the unhappy memori es of those chea p
ly produ ced home-me.de pict ure s which have been menti oned in this 
r ecord, for there is no denyi ng the f ac t tb at Sexton Blake has had 
a bi'.l.d deal on celluloid - it is tim e he was given a br eak . 

**** * * * ** 
A I SLUR' ON SEXl'ON BLAKE 

By HEP.BERi' LECKENBY, 

Accord ing to a report in ' World ' s Press News 1 , Decemb er 
17th , ?,'.r. F . C. Hooper , managi ng dire ct or of Scbl'.'eppes Ltd . , 
s peaki ng ~t the Publicity Club of London, on December 13 th made the 
following astonishing remaT ki 

111 do not th i nk t here is any di ff er enc e betwe e n the "hor ro r 
comic s " of today and the Sext on Blake: s t or i es whic h wer e mz_ _ _ 
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constant r eading when I we.a a boy. 11 

Well I don't know nt what period Mr, Hoopor was a boy, but 
whenever it was he wae talki ng sheer nonsense whon be made that 
r emark . 

The ear l y Sexto n .Blllke stories which appeared i n the ~. 
Unio n Jack in the last decade of tho 19th century were certainly 
crude judged. by present-day standards , even 8.9 they were clas s i cs 
compar ed with th o publication s which a r e bein g so bit t erly 11nd 
righ tly condecnod at th o pre sent time, 

To find o.nything to compar e wi. th thorn one has to go back 
much further thnn th o first Sexton Blake stor:v, back one hundred 
yea rs to th e days of ' Varney the Vampyre ' or ' The Feast of Blood '. 

No, a tbousttnd times lTo, ~r . Hooper , on behalf of Harry 
Blyth , Shaw Rae , Murray Graydo n , Mark Darren , Hamilton Teed, O.r,irn 
Evans and scores of others ffbo caMot defend themselves , !Il l say , 
11 You wer e talkin~ through your hat ." 

========================= 

}JF)ff) J tf OJJJF) JH) 
Compiled by IIERBEl!I' LECKE!IBY 

On December 19th the follo~':in g letter appeared in the 
"Sunday Expreso":-

HONOUR Hlll 
l'here is one name I would like to see in the Ne,1 Year 

Honours List - Fmn k Richards, autho r of the ~·onderful school 
boy stori es end l ege ndary f igures of Billy Bunter , Barry 
fihnrton, nnd t he others. 

He br ought so much happiness into th e 11 vos of YOlll'l8 boys 
(and many not so young) that I consider i n his old age some 
recognition is wel l merited. What a. great code of conduct 
he nlso brou ght into his schoo l boy yarns , 

J . T • HANDLEY. 
343 Pershore Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 5. 

Frank Ric hards is 82, 

~'iel l , I kn m; that severe.I members of oux circ l e ,1bo saw it 
lost no time in sTi ting to the editor snying they co rdi a lly agreed 
~i~ - i_t, I ,1ro te one mysel f. Unfort unately none of th em app eared 
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the following Sunday, 

A~ this most worthy o.nd sensible sugges t io n has now been 
given publicity in a nati onal newspap er, however , I can now say 
t ha t several months ago certain members of th e O. B. B. C. t ook a ctiv e 
steps in nn endenvour to brin g this much desired result ebout . A 
certain well-known M.P. was nppr oc.ched and that U.P. (one who ba.s 
publicly spoken highly of tho Magnet and Gem) r e plied promptly with 
some useful advice as t o ti:o pr oper procedur0. So far nothing has 
de velop ed, but t hese things t ake time, 

I:-i any event , of this I am sure, thousands of men, and 
v,omen, of all ages , in all walks of life, all over the wor ld , will 
cordially agree that if eve r a man in the writing profession de
se rv ed th e honour, it is the grand old man of boy s t literature, and 
fervently hope t hat i t r~i.11 come to him in the even i ng of bis days . 

*******ll+if-lt*** ****** 

And now t o 
by Gerry Allison , 
Box11

) so I guess 

lead off 1955, here i s a provocative article 
C. D. readers relish controversy ( see out "Letter 

th ere wil l be s?_m_!__!'_~pli es to this. 

HARRY \IHAR!'ON cm AIN OR HERO? by Gerr y Allison 

11See, what a gr ace was seated on th is brow 0 
- Shakos:peare . 

who is the grea te st character in sc!".ool sto ry l i t eratu r c? 
There is no doubt a.bout the answer . It is Harry Whart on without 
any doubt at all. Every r eader of Charles Homil ton, whethe r his 
favourite school be Greyfr iars, St . Jim ' s, Rookwood, Cedar Creek or 
what have you, must in all fairness concada that Wharton l eads the 
field , Of all the many hundreds of characters cr eated by Frank 
Richo.rds - to give him his best k.!10\m nar.i1e - none have such sub tlety 
of perso nal i ty, su ch depth of being , such a living realit y c..s Barry 
Wharton of th e Remove. He has so ma."ly s id es to his character that 
he would be at once the deligh t and despair of nny psy cho-analyst. 

But it is ~• th e great Hero of schoolboy fi ction that 
flhe rton i s sup r eme. He has a l l the grand posi tive virtues . He 
i s gloriously bra.ve, honourable , straightforward, l oya l t o hi s 
friends . F.e scorns all subtle t y or subterfuge. He is handsome , 
frenk, an d since re . And he is proud , with dign ity but without 
arro gance . r.'hat a. wonderful l nd he i s . Can one ever tire of 
re - reMing the many fin e se ri es of t ales in v1hich be pl ays the 
lead i ng part? The two •Rebel ' series , es pec ially the l atte r; the 

--- -- ---- --------·----·· --- --
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'st acey ' series; th e equal l y fin e 'Da Costa' se rie s , and many 
others. 

Car lyl e sa ys - 11Hero-worship exi sts for ever and e verywhe re" . 
Well , if the Saga of Chelsea woul d now like to add to hi s ' Her oes 
and Hero- worship ' o. chapter on 'The Hero as Schoolboy ' he has a 
cha r oc ter absolu te l y mnde to orde r in Hzlrry \'lhnrto n, Ile has al -
ways bee n one of my ido l s . 

It was t he ref ore wit h somet hing of a shock that I r ead t he 
followi ng in a letter f rom one of our Club members . " .. ..... , and 
now I am l ooking forwa rd to my next sup pl y of books . I wonder if, 
for a time , I could have some which do not have t oo much accent on 
HP.rry Wharto n. Although I agree he was a fine character stu dy I 
was never his grea te st admi rer . Somehow or othe r he just didn't 
ring the bell for me. 

Please, ple ase don ' t get the i mpr ession t hat I have l os t my 
e nthusi asm bec nuse of what I have sai d about Whart on. If I could 
at tend your meet i ngs I woul d be prepare d t o c l aim that , if he bad 
been, as we ll 2".s Captain of the Remove, a real Le;'.!.der , he would not 
have had the c onstant opposition fro z a not inconsidera ble number of 
his Form! 11 

'l'b:,t certain l y gave me someth i ng t o t hi nk about! Th e 
writ er of th e let t e r is e se ni or Army Officer ; a soldier with 
many yea r ' s exper i ence of men, and espe ci ally the qual iti es neces -
sa ry for leadership both i n peaoe - time and in times of war. His 
opinion cannot be regarded ns igno rnnt prejudice ; he does know 
whe t he is t alki ng about . The question which kept coming into my 
mind over a.r,:i ove r again wns this . ' I s Wharton a go od l eade r?' I 
turned up the fine a rticle on Vlhnrt on by Roger M. Jenkins in the 
' C,D. ANNUAL' fo r 1951, end rend it cnr efu lly through . I f ound 
that Whurton1 s cnpa ci t y f or l e~der ship , or his role of Remove Cap
tain i s not ref erred t o in nny way . 

I then went back to the very beginnin g nnd r ead of !'/harto n ' a 
fir s t comin g to Greyf ri are , It is well known ho,.- bi s uncle , find 
ing him an unruly , he adst rong and wilf ul boy , sent him AS a scholnr 
to his own ol d schoo l in orde r that he should be tamed by contact 
with othe r boys , much of cour se aga inst V/barton ' s will . Ono of 
the first signs that Harr y i s inten ded to be cas t in the role of 
head boy comes in Magnet No. 8 , 'The Nabob' s Diamond", wher e be 
has hi s fo rtun e tol d by Nadesha, a gypsy palmist . Thi s is what 
she says,-
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''l'bo hand t e ll s much, Shall I te ll you what your nature is , 

young gentleman?" 
"Yes, 11 s11i d Harry, smi ling . 
11You are proud and reserved and hot-tempered , not al ways just , 

and sometimes tllking offence for a trifle," s"1d the gypsy . 

llbarto n turned red , The chuckle with which his chums greet

ed the gypsy's "ords showed bow true they were - at least, in the 

opinion of the Removi tes . 
"Hot and wilful and reckless , 11 a:unrured the gypsy, half to 

hersolf; "but sound at heart , high-8pirited, n born leade r of boys , 

and then of men. Yet your life may be wracked, and if so, the 

danger trl.11 come from yourself - from your own temper a.nd impatience . 11 

Harry laughed rather unea s ily, 

"You nro not flatt eri ng," he sa id .. . .. . . . • " 

And now, after l ong thought, I wonder if Ne.deshe was not 

wrong in ono p~rticul e.r . \'1as ;'ibnrlon, after nll , not a good leader? 

I have mentioned thnt amongst his tr nits that ho was proud . Prido , 

the first of the seven dendly sins, the sin f or which Set'1ll """ c"8t 

out from Heaven, • . . "burled headlong flaming from the Eth e real Sky , 

with hideous ruin". I r ea:embered tho well known passage in the 

Book of Proverbs , "Pride gooth bef ore destruction , nnd a h<VJghty 

spirit before ~ fAll 11. 

Yes , despite \.'harton' s courit.i1;e, his fine sense of honour , his 

perfect equipment for the role of horo, t here \Ytl3 a chink in his 

armour . liis Achilles heel ,·1as eve r bi s fntal pride . 

The thought of Achilles pro!llpta me to compare the groa t hero 

of Homer' s Iliad with the he ro of th e Recove. Achill es , the grent -

ost fighter nmongst tho Greeks - the champion of th e Grec inn host , 

whose final bnttle with , nnd victory ove r Hect or is the t>ost thril 

ling episode in nny epic - Achilles, brnv ost of the brnve \/AS Nor 

THE LEADER Or T!IE GREEKS. No, Achilles too was proud . He too got 

on to his high hor se , 1'?ld would sit sulking in bi s tent , whilst t he 

war went on wi tbout him, How like ,,hart on ! 

i!ocer did not make Acbi lles the leader of the Greeks bec1111se 

he kne w that be wru, not the man for the post . His ' C~pt3in of the 

Remove' was Ag::memnon. Hoener knev.r th at brave ry m:ia not enough . 

l.!My other que.li tiss are needed for leader sh ip , Prudence, wisdom , 

humility, and the calm , unprejudiced mind . 

I feel th :-i.t my co rresponden t ,·ms perbnpe right . There w-oro 

others in the Remove be tter fitted for the leadership of the Fonn 
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tb:m the hruidsome, br ave, impulsive Wharton. One who comes to 
mind, rather oddly perhaps , is Lord l!ouleverer. Despite that 
lo.zinees, which wa.a largely nssumed af t er all , Mtw.leverer showed 
many signs of being a good l eade r . Be was cool, tolerant, and 
very wiee and true in judgment. Do you remember how be took the 
lead in the High Oaks rebellion when Mr. Quelch was unjustl y dis -
missed. He bought a l oc al mansion, and control l ed the rebels won-
derfully well. Ile finally got them to allow llr , Q.ielch to take 
charge and run the Fom correctly . And bow truly great he was in 
the Cru.m series. And on both occasions when r,'harto n rebel l ed, 
~au ly >1ae the man who s t uck to him and tried to lead him straight , 

Anot her Removi te who would have made an excellen t Cap
tain of the Form is Fie ld . Good at sport and in class, and a very 
level-headed chap, with no enemies . Even the cads respect Squiff , 
and he had no high and mighty Ill.rs to irritate them . Yee, S. Q.I , 
Pi eld would have been an excellent leader. And what about lo!ark 
Linley? Perhaps in his case the Head-boy of t he Fom would not 
have been t ho Captain of Sports, but Linley had a great capaoi ty 
for se riou s and honest leadership . 

Just compare Wharton with Wingrite, ,,'ho was the ideal 
Captai n . Bow fin e and. ce.lm l.!ingate n lt7ays is when he bas to g1 ve 
j udgment, or when be is up ag:,inst Loder . He never gets into n 
sulky humour , nnd jo ins a rivo.l tenm , letting Greyfrinre 60 hang , 
No, he knows how to subdue hie own resentment for the good of the 
Schoo l . "hen do v,e find 1/berton considering th e good of the Re-
move. Very seldom , I venturo to t hink. 

I have recently been re ading through t he Wyclif fe t aloe 
by Jack North . At tb nt s chool Jack Jackson is jus t an other such 
l ad r.s :!horton . Br.:ivc, adventurous, Md :l.lwo.ya the lor..der of his 
' Co' of five. HilDaolf , WncDonnld, O' Hnr~ , r~ty ~vies , on.d 
Beir:un Sinh j i. l!ut the Commander, who lod tbom i n th eir games Md 
in th e Fom, was Barry Merry , c. chnp very similar t o S,Q,I,F i e ld, 
and, lik e hi m, an AustrnliM. ;..!erry wna ro. re!\l l e.:1.der, even if 
be was not the I Hero I of the aeries . 

ll'ell, I have said my piec e , nr.d I hope no one will think 
tb nt I have l ost any of my love for Hnrry V.'llnrton i n considering 
.,.bother be was an ideal Fom Captc in . I cs sure you I have not . 
l!ut just think of Kipling's lin es on wlut mnkes a man a leader 
of men: 
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lf you can keep your heod when all !\bout you , 

Are losing theirs :,nd bl aming it on you. 
If you can truot yourself when all men doubt you, 

But meke c.llowo.nce fo r their doubting too . . •.• 
The oper l\tive word s nre thoee underlin ed. I suggest t ha t 

they do not npply to H,irry Wharto n, the Captnin of the Remove nt 
Greyfrinrs . 

-----o oOoo---
DO YOU REl!El!BER? by ROGER l!. JEIIKIJiS 

No. 7 - Map;net No. 1418 - 11(p elch ' e Er.st er ESB" 
Some Collectors incline to tbs opinion that Greyfriars 

stories fsaturing Highcliffe were al ways more intere sting t han the 
ot hers . Cert ain ly , Higbcliffs was a very interesting school , with 
some wel l-d rawn cha ract ers - n great improvement on Rylcombe Gram
mar School or Bngahot "" a rival establishment . The unscrupulous 
Ponsonby , th e recarkable de Courcy, the snobbish llr. llobbs , nnd the 
dodderin g Dr. Veysey were a fine quartet - to o fine , indeed , to be 
restri cted to occasional performances . Higholiffe played a. pro
minent part in th e Courtfield Crack sman se r ies, and in a number of 
siJ18l e storie s, like th e occas ion- when Ponaonby des troye d eocie of 
Mr. Jd.obb1 a precious stacp collection and tried to incriminate 
Courtenay . Another typical - and soesonablo - story was No, 141 8 
entitled 11Quelcb' s East er Egg. " 

1935, lik e the pre vious year, was one of ca n;y series and few 
single sto rie s. The story of llr . ~el ch' s famous Easter egg was 
th ere fo r e e.11 the mor e nota ble fo r being one of t he f ow single 
stori es . It was woven round n ver y slend e r t heme but , like all 
stori es by Charles Hamilton , tb ero were no l oos e ends and no wasted 
incid ents - sve r;ytbing dovetail ed ne :itly int o one oompl ete and 
harmonious r.rholo . 

Bob Cherry hnd incurred th e spec i al onmi ty of Ponson by, whose 
schemes of rev enge all wont awry unti l he hit upon the idea ot sond.
ing 1.ir. ~ elch an Easte r egg with an in sulting notice . The cover 
has a typ ical Chapman ill us tration depicting Mr. ~elc h readi ng the 
in sulting words, "Don't come book af t e r Enster. '1'e're fed up 
rith you t Too much jaw, too much cane ! Every man in the Remove is 
si ck of your gargo yle of o chivvy . Get out ,nd st ay out ! " 

Pon he.d filled th e remaind er of t he ce.rdbo nrd egg rl th an 
assortm ent of rub bish , including a torn up l etter from l!ajor Cherry 
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to his son, Milch l!r , ~ e lch r ega rdod as conc lus ive proo f , but the 

l!o:id, with th a t touch of pen etratin g wis dom denied t o the Remove 

mast er, dec ided thnt jhe circ umst e.ntinl evi dence wns a little too 

thin, and hie inv es tigsti ons r eveal ed the truth . !tr. llobbs , i t 

mny be added, r ef used t o believe any ill of his f avour ite , :ind so 

Ponso nby escnp ed punishment from t ha t quarter, though Nemes is was 

to overtrJce hie from nnoth e r. And so ended a pleasant t if not 

r c~n rkable , sto ry , which must ho.vo brightened Enst er t i me ~t many 

o. home twent y yea rn ago . 
*if**"it****** iHt lf*-l* -lt-4 

!.!AGNE!' TITLES (Cont'd) : 1356. The Bounder ' s Folly ; 1357. Th e 

V:uiishcd Schoo lb oys ; 1358, The Slacker's Awakening; 1359. 1,bo 

:'all o!)cd 'Ningste? 1360. The Mystery of the !lead ' s Hat1 1361. 
Diso vmed by his Fothe q 1362. The Bounder's Riva l; 1363, The 

Fonn-1,las t or' s Secret; 1364, Form-Mnste r and Rogue; 1365, The 

Bounder' s Big Bluff; 1366. The Schoolboy Tri ppe rs; 1367. The 

Shado,,.,ed Schoolboy; 1368. The Spying !'orm-1.!nste ri 1369, Bunter 

the Ventriloquist; 1370, Saving a Sca pegra ce • 

.Nelson [ee 

. 
• * . 

Column 

By JACK liOOD 

• • * • 
NOS'l'A\l , 328 Stockton Lene 

York, 

Here we a re a t the begiMing of a new year , so f irst may I 

extend to all cy readers best wi shes fo r a Prospe rous and Happy , 

1955. 
I had intend ed resumin g our tou r of Bannington this month , 

but pres sure of business bas caus ed ce to negl ect my re se arches in 
the files, so I crave you: indulgence until cir<:_:1.m~t___an~es are m_ore 
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fa.vour nble. New Year being the ti me for sent imental remembrances, 
however, here is a. timely reminder by an ol d friend ••• • .•.•• 

SEN!'IMENHL JOUF.NEY By JD! SlJrCLIFFE 

After 26 ye ars I st ill have a very clear recoll ection of 
Saturday I August 4th, 1928. A cold wet day in my part of the 
country at any ra t e , so cold in f act that we had a f ire ( people 
coe>plaining of l ast summer, please note ) in front of which after 
te a I devour ed that week I s copy of the Nelson Lee. 

It was No. 118 1st New Serieo and contained the st ory 
"Spirited Away", th e opening yarn of the famous Indian Series . 

However, what appeal ed t o me most was the f ac t that the 
story opened in my own county with that famous trio, Handfo rt h , 
Church and McClure arriving at Helstead . Actually Br ooks named 
it Hedin gstead in this particul ar st ory - a combin ation of Halstead 
and t wo ad jacent villages - Dible and Castle Hedin gham, b,it anyone 
who knows th e litt l e town l'lill reco gnise i n their arri val a very 
accu r ate des cription of Halst ead . 

It ,1as not until three yea rs later that I f ound th at Brooks 
himself lived there and having si nce those days bec ame a cycl i st 
and covering on an average 6, 000 mil es a year, many ore the pil grim
ages I have made t o this part of Essex , whi ch to me is mucb more 
as soc iate d ri th St . Frank ' s than is Sussex , more gen er ally te:rn:ied 
the St . Frank ' s country. So, on Saturday , July 31s t , 195 4, I 
decid ed to see how many places in Essex and its adjoi ning counties 
I could visit in n day that would revive happy memories of s tories 
by Edv,y Searles Bro oks . 

Startin g at the ea rl y hour of 5. 30 e . m. I soon cov ered t he 
11 mil es from my home to Chelmsford and just as I ent ered the t ovm 
>1hat shoul d I sea also ent erin g from the London di r ectio n but a fam
iliar looking Aust in Seven . "By George !" I said t o myself, "th at 
loo ks like Han;!y1 s old bus . " And sure enough it ,,as , wi t h Ha n;!y 
driving and Chur ch and McCl ure in the back seats, a ll clad only in 
their pyjamas! Of course t hey he.d f a llen out of th e School Train 
at Bellto n and wer e now on their way to Colches t er, but instead of 
takin g the Colchest er road th ey carri ed straight on and under the 
railway bridge and turn ed into t he little used high way that l ed to 
Brai ntr ee . Handy hir.,se lf had an idea that he was on th e wrong r oad 
but there was no one about t o ask. 

I took t he same road and sudden l y r eal i sed that it was n 't 
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so quiet today for the Grey Panther came smoot hly past followed 
by fi rs t a motor cyclist and then a s port s M. G. IT11at was more 
surprising was that Sexton Blake himself was at the wheel of the 
Grey Panther and Rupe rt Waldo in the 1.1. G. ! Incidentally in the 
II. C. was also £10,00 0 in gol den sove rG lgns ! 

Just after t his proces sio n had passed me, a larg e chauffer 
driven l imousine came smoothly by containing no l ess a person than 
Si r Edward Ha.ndforth, ?J.P., but he did not accompany me far, for 
just after Little Waltham , but not quite up to the Highland Garage, 
he ·was kidnapped in broad daylight by the ruthl ess Gre en Triangle 
agents . \'/?lat was more amazing however was that another Trian gle 
m:in who look ed Sir Edward I s double re-ente r ed the limousine and 
continued on my road . Only a short distance further on I found 
Handfort h in trouble in his Austin, having discovered tb.at his 
pet r ol tank was practical ly empty. Not unusual for llendy , you 
will remark ! Still the r e 1 s always th e spa re can. What! ~pty 
too? And t he Highland GarR.ge is abut up, so Handy nurses the 
Aus tin along in !:ope of f in din g some petrol although neithe r he or 
Church n.."ld McClur e have any money in their pyjama pocke ts . 

I car ry on, also petrolless , and find Handy thwarted fr om 
tak i ng the Colchester road in Brai ntree by the sight of a po li ce 
man, so we all continue on t he Hals tead road and r eaching this fine 
old Essex market town th e nnn of the l aw is again abroad, and 
part ly in desperation and part l y from a sudden flu sh of in spi r .,tion , 
Handy talces the Hoding ham road and very shortly ar ri ves at Stnple 
ton Towers, Vivian Traver 's home, where t hey not only . fru s trate a 
burgle.ry bu t r.l so relieve the burglnrs of en ough petrol to take 
them to Colchester ! 

Myself, I passed st r aight through Hals tead on the Sudbury 
ro ad, although I was t empted to make a call at Tring Manor in the 
little hamle t of Pebmarsh so thinly disguised as Pellmar sh i n th e 
"Clue of the Frozen Knif e". 

In front of me, however, were still the bogus Sir Edward 
Handforth and Sexton Blake in t !ie Grey Panther, the mystery motor 
cyclist, and Waldo i n his H.G. lie all passed through Sudbury and 
Long Melford ~ Now, suddenly , on a very desolate stretch of road, 
tho motor cycl i st began t .o overtake the Panthe r and as be drew 
lev a l he poin t ed a pistol a t Sexto n Blake and fire d at point blank 
1·ange ! The Panther seve red off the r oad and crune to a stop prac-
t ically unharmed in a. clump of bushes . Just as I arriv ed at the 
spot, Waldo had lift ed .Ille.Ice out and was just starting off with 
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the unconscious detective in hie 11.0. towards a,ry St . Edmunds where 

he left him at the hospita l, be for o becoming "Sext on Blake ' a 

Under study " at the llnnor Bouao, Little a..deloy. By the t ime I 

arrived at airy St . Edmunds, it was evide nt tlut there W&S consider

abl e o.ctivit y by t ho loc ~l police and I soon l earned that t ho bogus 

Sir Ed•·ard bad bee n ~udnciouoly ''kidna pped" by the Green Triangl e 

in fron t of hundre ds of people I 

'iihile confusion reigned in the to1'?1 o.nd the police were 

throwing road blocka across ovary erl t I the r eal Sir Edward had 

been kidnapped back at Little \7alt haml 

Si,:,;rt work Professor Zingro.vo l 
Befo re leaving airy myself , I recalled t o mind the Christmas 

series of 1929 . Snow W&S falling foot ns tho t ra in with Edward 

OSl>'&ld Hnndforth ' s guests arrived at the s t ation . Outeide , well 

lighted motor coachea wer e wai tin g, and into thBD the po.rty piled , 

nnd afte r many twistc and turno of the old torm they took the Long 

llelford road f or Christmas at Travis Dene, the Hnndforth country 

estate . 
Coming out of my reverie I took t he Stowme.rlcet road nnd 

• • a rriving at this town I met a purty of St. }'rank ' s juniors beaded 

t, by Lord Do:c,icc,ro. T bey were all ca rr ying aui teas es and eeemed 

rather ti r ed and disg?\lntled , considering thoy ..-ere juat atarting 

t ho Eas ter vac ation a t :<;,_,.-u:,oro 5all. Chri atine and Co. of tho 

College House looked ve ry fed up indeed . I l oft the m all etrug-

gling &long on their three mile w&lk with Dorrie eetting a briek 

pace up in th e front. Li ttle did th ey dream of th e udventuroa 

t hat lay ilead o~ them in th e 111-fnt ed airship "Suffolk Queen" and 

f ar off l,;ordanio.. 
I continued on my way through :ieodhnm Market end Ipswich and 

shortly befo r e reaching Col ches t er I turned off into the l:lnes to 

WRrda Marks Tey . About five miles sho rt of that smnll but impo r

tnnt rnilway junction , I ca::ie ,croos :1 large r ed charabanc of 192 1 

vint cge . 
Appl\rently there was eome slight mechnnicnl trouble , for t ho 

occupr.nh , nine College House juniors under the l eadership of Bob 

Chrietine , <10:0 ws.ndering ebout tho lnne whi lo the driver , in smart 

li vary I made adjustmen t s >11th , spMnor , 

llt.vi~g fi ni shed ho prepared t o give the oharnb:u,c n trinl run 

while the juniors watch ed. 
A s!:ort distance a\<ay he turn ed it round and began to o.ct in 

- -- ----------- --- - -·--- ----- ---
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a strange manner . He c li mbed out of his se at a nd began throwing 
out sui te ases , bags and portmanteaux in a heap a t th e s i de of the 
l ane . 1rben , wit h increasi n g speed and i.vi.th hoot e r bl arin g , he 
d rove ba ck t oward s the party of jun i or s and as he swep t pas t he 
pull ed of f false wh iskers and wi g to r eveal himse l f as Ni ppe r ! 
As he passed, he t hrew out an en ve l ope whi ch someone pick ed up 
and on reading it Chri st ine & Co. found th nt they wor e exa ctly 
f iv e mi l es from t!a rks Tey Sta ti on with bar e l y t i me left to walk 
t here t o catch th e Stowmarkat train . 

As t tey st epped i t out with the i r luggage they found little 
cons olation i n the fact that a ltho ugh t heir own April Fool ' s Day 
jape had misfired, Ni pper & Co 1 s ,vas very success ful . 

No wonde r th ey looked rather fed up when I saw th em at 
Stowmarke t r 

Inci dentally they were al l "Fool ed at the Finish 11 by Lord 
Dorr imore 1 

I now made my way home and arrived comfo rt a bl y fired in ti me 
for t ee , ex a ctly twelve hours after I had started out , having 
cover ed 170 mil es and ove r a qua rt er of a century of memories . 

The stories I have mentioned are Uni on Jo.cks Nos. 799 nnd 
1516, lle lson Lees, Old Series 304 and 305 , 1s t New Se rie s 116 , 160 
and 188 , 2nd Nev: Series , No, 3, 

Eroo ks WCLS obviou s l y f ond of Esse x a.'ld &.st Angl i a and for 
Nelson Lee en thusi as t s who poss ess ca rs or ot her means of trans 
port, st ori es featuring pnr ticuln r pl aces provide exce llent ob
je ctiv es f or a day ' s outing . 

'i1bc following a.re c. few from memory: -
Uni on Jack No. 801 . Nelsons Lees 1st New Ser i es No. 108 . 
2nd New Ser i es Nos. 4, 5 , 10 and 13, 
Vict or Gunn's "Ni ce Day for a ilurder 11

, Berke l ey Grny 1 s "Vultur es 
Ltd. 11 an d Mr . Bnll of Fire" . 

* * * * * * * 
Uor e memories are reca l le d by the follovring l etters i n the 

Dai l y Te l egraph bea rin g on th e current "horror comics" cont r ov ersy: 

VI VE NELSON LEE 
To the Edi t or of The Dai l y Te legraph : 

Si r, Although I am in ge neral agreement wit h Mr , Kenneth Youn g in 
his criticisms of some Vi ctori an and l at er ho r ror fiction , I must 
gently pr ot est th at he s 9oil s bis case when ho inc l udes Nels on Lee 



----- - -- --- - (2 1)------- --- 
( t he sc hoolmaste r dete ctiv e ) as ono of 11of tcn st range moralit y . 11 

Leo always encourage d and exemplified pro bity of charac t e r, 
reasonabl e do~lings and f air play , and a manl y cour age among hi s 
sc hoolboy wo.rds. He had o. qui et persono.li ty, was oft en introduce d 
"rel!ding in bis study " or 11taking a qui et cons tit utio nal' ', he was 
in 11thoughtful mood" and he gave fri endly smi le s ! 

Nor was he la.eki ng as a teacher i n sc hool or out . He woul d 
gi ve det .iiled descriptions, for exnmple 1 of preh i storic animal s , 
and ancient peopl e s to "the j uniors " and would remind then of t h ei r 
studies - even when on holiday . 

He used viol ence - usually 11fis t ic11ffc 11 
- only in self -

defe nce or to prot ect ot hor s against blackguar ds , wil d men and such . 
Incid entally , t here are thouua.nde of "old boys" ,..,ho sti 11 

read of Nelson Leo , perf orce in old neek l ies and mont hli es , oft en 
in pre f erence to reading a.bout "her oes 11 who ar e themaelves per
vers e , sadistic , but modern. 

Darli ngton . 

Yours f aithfully , 
V, '•ALLI.CE Sl'OKES, 

t To t he Edit or of The Daily Tele gr aph : 

Sir , As a former fan of Nelson Lee, mentioned by i r. 1'.onnet h 
Young , I must r:rite to uphold the i ntegrity of a ma.~ whoso do in gs 
wore chronicl ed tteekl y in a ycl lo \·: covered periodica l i·;hich de 
vote d itself t o t he doi ngs of plucky peoplo in a ll sta t io ns of li f e . 

I may perhaps have cisund crs too d ~r. Stokoo, \rho i mpli es that 
our hero v:aa e a.eober of t he s cbob.stie prof ess ion . In CJ memory 
he appears to be l ong excl us iv e ly to the priva t e date cti ve f r a t ern -
ity . Inde ed, his s eri es of non- stop i nves tig ations have al l owed 
him but li ttl e time to hold down oven ~ pert - ti.J:,e j ob , in any 
ot her sphe re . 

llort bi ng , Suss ex. 

Your s fa i thfully , 
ALEXA.I/DEF. i, . GIBSON. 

URGENI'LY '.iA!l'l'ED, l1ELS0l1 LEE' S, l et !!er. Se r ies { 1926- JO) 
1, 6, 16, 33, 35, 50, 134, 135, GOOD PRICE FAlD, R, 
5 BUGllROOKE ROAD, GAl'l'ON, lfORrF_t..Vl'S. 

****** .. ****~******"' 

Nos. 
PAYllE, 

--··--- ---·- - --- - -- ---·-·--· --·-------- ---



---- -- - ---- - ------- (22) - -

OLD BOYS
1 

BOOK CLUB 
LONDON O. B. B, C. - REPORl' OF THE NEE.TING !!ELD ON SONDAY. DEC:E1,!BER 

.!2IB-
Cbri stmas meeting at "Cherry Place" once again nnd about the 

bas t of th em a l l . Twenty three members v,ere in att endance and t ho 

fi ne agc ndn was thoroughly enjoy ed by a ll , C. H. Chapmnn wo,, pre 

sent and some of his first rem:irks wero about the current "Col-

lec t ors' Digest Annual" . He stetcd what a ve ry fine job of work 

it wns and how he thoroughly enjoyed rending it ; th ese ro:nnrks 

wero endorsed by Cha.innan Len. 
A very sa ti sfactory r epor t of th e Hamilton section of the 

library was given by Roger Jenk in s and it was unanimously a.greed to 

him purch,.sing a bound volume of four numbero of tho "S, B. L. " A 

full li s t of r.hat ho has for lonn will appear in the January i ssue 

of tho newshoe t . Bob Blythe gav e a likowiso satis f actory report 

of t he llelson Loo section , C. H. Chapman th on kindly di d t hree 

dr n.v:ings on n blcckbor. rd of ~\"i lliM Ccorgc :Bunter, Alonzo Todd and 

Frnnk Ri clurd s , thes e b-Oing greeoted with groa.t appl .!use . 
Follcwing this Jean Jardine , aged ni ne , read out he r essay 

t \~n.t appen rcd in her Woodingdean School m~gozin e on her !'nvouri te 

nuthor , Frank Richards . More sincore n.pplm.ise and congrntulntiona 

by th e ch~i nnnn .. 
Len then re-.d excerpts from 11Gem11 nw:1bor 608 entitl ed "l'be 

,6.,-nc.tcu r Advertise r 11 v:hich were written in the firs t person . Thie 

.ilso r,ent down vary well with th e company present . 
Bob tlbit er th en presented his quiz c.nd thi s r esulte d in a 

v:in for Cliff i;allis , Bill Lofts being second nnd Roger Jenkins 

t hird . 
Prank Vern on- Lny then produced his effort and t his was won 

by Bi ll Loft s with myself se cond nnd Len Packman third . 
Impr omptu talk was given by Cliff Lett ey of Bristol , who 

wns attending the aee tin g w1 th Fronk Rutherford . ,\ very fine ef -

fort ,nd very enjoyab l e , Cne of the new fnmoua f eeds in the Ra& 

•·i s indulged in with hot mince pies greatly in evide nce . 
1\ very fine snle of "!Ingnets 11 t ook pl r.ce t ogether wit h othe r 

books t bnt were in gre1.t dern~ d. 
Fin~lly, C. H. Ch:ipmnn shewed round many of bi s famous draw 

in gs of w. G. lklnte r :md the othe!' equal l y f l'..mous chn.rMters .. l'b i e 



, 
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proved so i nte r esting that the time simp l y flew nn~ it soon come 
time for the Br isto l pai r to retu rn , they very kind l y taking llr . 
ChapmM home to Reading i n t heir car . Bill Jard i ne l eft f or 
Brighton , not forgetting to take JeM al ong with him, Thus with 
hn.ppy memories and t he tho u ghts of roe.ding the 11c. D. 11 Annual nnd 
the two 0 0wns" plus the la.test Bunter book ove r the Yulotide an
ot her h,ippy gathering termiMted, 

11.llnual General Meeti ng nt Wood Green on Sunday, January 
16th, 1955 , 

UNCLE llENJ JJllN . 

It***" 
NOl!l'HERl! SECl'ION CBRisrM.AS Pl.RH I DECEJnlER 11TH, 1954• The f if t h 
Cb.ristmns Party we.a j ust :,.s successful p.nd enjoy:'l.ble as its pre-
decessors, the only regre t being !l smaller attendan ce . For r easons 
alrer,.dy expl ained, the toa. we.s p&r token of at the Craven !)n.iri es , 
Boar Lflne. Everyone sat isfied, v:o proceeded to the Club Room. 
There no time was lost in getting dovm to the fun Md games. 

First ca.me a Twent y Questions progr!lll'U'!le.. ~embers of t he 
team wars J , Breeze Bentley , Cliff Beardsell ( <lll the way frnm 
Stock port ), Ron Hodgson <lnd Jack Wood. The team u·ae in br illiant 
fonn getting eleven out of fourteon, deopite some r eal teasers . 
Eow the dickens Jack Wood got ''The ;)awn" so quick l y beats me 
ho must have had sor:ie 11training 11 from another Jack , 

Then we bed o. coup l e of good ~izos1 these , and the 
Twenty ~est ions , compiled by Gerry il l ison, I shudder to th ink 
what would tappen if eve r be was absent , 

Foll~wing t his ceme some delightfu l piuno playing by young 
Christine llanks , A r eal artiste on tho inst :rurnent is Christ i ne . 

:Back came Gerry 1·,ith the roe.ding of a Christmas Ceda r 
Cr eek story from the Boys Friend to close a happy even i ng. 

lierl ueting, January 8th , 1955, 

H, LECKENllY, 
lforthern Section Cor respondent . 

*** 
IIIDL:JID SECTION lJ3lll'ING, Inste ad of t he ueun l month l y meet ing 
we had our Christmas Part ;, on December 18t h a t the Crown Hote l, 
Corporation Str ee t. The clan mustered in exce ll ent st r ength and 
we were very pleased to v,el c ome some visi t ors. Our Chai:nr:an A.ct ed 
es I!, C, and we spent ~ pl e.!!.~!1t ove~~ ·rl t b a varied progrom:ne of_ 



-( 24) 
grunes, some dancin g, appropri nte toasts, a r e:'lding from the 
11c0v;,.ndnle Abbey 0 series and P.nother f rom Bill Cand or ' s Cc:'.nadi an 
Ma.gazine about " Billy Bunt e r' s ~Ul c en ts". (The r e were re ad by 
Mrs. Corb ett) . 11r. Corbett ent ert ained us with an ec c ordian r e-
cita l ; n.nd l as t but by no moens lenst, we enjoyed ~ r ec.lly scnun
pt i ous buff et ·Nell worthy of Bill y Bunter ' s best e fforts . 

Perhaps it savou r s of 11.:Bla gging" and was not quit e Grey 
fria r s style to meet on lice ns ed pr emise s , but it must be r eco rd ed 
that th e venue was very central and convenient, th e pr i v:ite room 
admir ab l e for our purp ose , an d our l andlord spa.red no p.1ins to 
make us h llppy and comfort~ble . I have expres sed to him our gr a te -
ful thP.nks and , incid ent a lly , he hopes to see us aga in next year. 
Our t hanks a r e du e 1\lso to our pianists, a keen l ady member (Mrs . 
Weston }, for balloo ns and t he l oan of a gramophone; and to ou r 
Chairm an and othe rs. 

ED\iARD DAVEY. 

********** 
l!ERSEYSI DE SEC!'ION MEErING - DECE!fBER, 1954: The re was a re 
markable lar ge attendance on this occasion , no l es s than eighteen 
members being present . As t his was the pre - Xmas meet in g, th e re 
was quite e seasonab l e appearenc e a.bout tte r oom, th P.nka to th e 
'riebsters, .'.:l.lld no time wes was ted in getting things goin g. 

The secretary ht!vin g submitted th e financial rep ort, the 
st ate of which is quite satisf actory, section and cl ub matt ers were 
dealt with by th e cha i rman , a.nd va ri ous points were discussed by 
thos e pre sen t . 1'hese included te!l.t a tive n.rran gements for tho NeT1 
Year Part:, to be he ld on Janu ary 16th; this wi ll be run on simi l a r 
l in es to l~s t yea r' s pn.rty , a nd , j udging from the su gges tion s of -
fered, i t promises t o be e ven mor e successful . Fi nal details will 
be discussed at our next meeti ng on Janua ry 9th . 

·The next three hours were fully occup ied in entertainment s 
of a most va ri ed desc ri ptio n , a good s t a rt being ma.de with a. novel 
pictur e quiz pr esen t ed by Fr ank Unwin. Peter ·.iebster and J i m 
Burke were the winners of thi s easy (?) competition, with 15 and 
14 points r espectively. 

Then foll owed the po etry competition - and what an e ye-open e r 
t hss was ! ;;e little sus pect ed the wenl tb of bidden tal ent in our 
mid st; a most sur p1·ising and gra tifyin g fe a ture of th i s event wo.s 
t he f a ct tbnt not one member fa il ed to su bmit nn effo rt. The 

--- - -- ----- --------------- ---------- - -
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judges (Messrs, \'lobster and Unwin) aesured uo they had a difficult 
taek in weighing up the entries , and Frank Co.se won by a very short 
head ind eed, with llessrs. Francomb , Winds or and Burke t ying for 
se cond place. As usua l , Mr. Switzer gave us the gre ate st amuse
ment with his con tr ibution; to say it was funny would be a gross 
under-statement - of one thing we may be certain, if we ever hold 
a humorous verse competition , we know who would wi n hnnds down. 
Shades of the crypt of St , Crispin ' • , indeed! 

Aft er refreshments came the story -e olu ti on cont est devis ed 
by Jim Walsh . This took t he fono of a story written and read in 
hie own inimitable manner, and those pres ent were t hen asked to 
supp l y their own version of tho probab l y ending , Tho res ult was 
that four m~mbere came very c l ose to the cor rect fin ale , whil st 
ot her competitors must be congratulated f or th ei r surpris i ngly i n
geni ous solutions, a fact which the author was the first to acknow-
lodgo. This was a really grand innov ation , and we must have a 
re peat in t he noa.r future. 

, Tho meeting cl osed at 10-3 C p,m. with t he libr ary busi ne ss, 
I ending what has been undoubtedly the finest "get - togethe r" yet. 

: F!Wf.{ CASE, 

Bon. Sec reta ry . 

~nnmlG EN!'RY, m!RSEYSIDS SEm'ION POETAY CO!!PErrrro11, DECEIIBER 1954 
Jly Frank Case 

Ofti mes I yearn, and long to return, to tbe happy t i mes of yore 
To tbe Colden Age of boyhood days, nO\\', alas I no more -

t,'hen hours wore spent in dcop content , with a ''Mngnet0 or a 11Gem11 

The "Nelson Lea 11, tho "B. O. P." end a.11 the rest of thom. 

The years ht.ve p:1ssed , and ob~ t , sinco tbnt bright yesterday , 
lfi t h a copper to spend , on 11Realm11 or 11:'riend ", we ca.st dull 

care away. 
To take our pl aces 1mid \7011-l oved f aces, on sports-field or in 

scho ol, 
And joi n in the pranks of the boys of St. Frank ' s , or with Smithy , 

"plAy the foo l 11
• 

ThEl days roll on, those times havo gone 1 just meI:Jori es recai n1 
fut a t the O,B,B,C. , I'll ever bo, -iot n man, but A BOY ngnin l 
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Dece:nbe r 22nd, 1954, 
Dear Herbert Leckenby , 

LETTER BOX 

!.:ORE FAME FOR Bum'ER ! 

IIany thanks for the C.D . a.nd C. D. Annual - two treats for 
Chr i stmastide! I have just been read i ng t he article on King of the 

. Isla nds; i nt er esting to me, a t least, from the first word t o the 
last. And the °First Chri stmas Gem" brought back many very happy 
memories . C.lll it re a lly be near ly ha lf-a-c entu ry since it was 
v1ri tten? It doesn ' t seem li ke i t -in t he very least. 

I was very much amused the other day by a l etter in th e 
SundZ!.y Expr ess , the writer of which propo sed Frank Richards fo r the 
Honours List ! ·,!bat .in ideat A kind tho ught , never likely to 
:nz>.t er i alise . But Bunter, at least , is going to be honoured , by 
inclusion i n c..n Encyc l opedia , as t he editor of t he some has re ce ntly 
inform ed cc . 

•re are having wil d ,·,ea.tber hero nnd tho stormy v:inds do b lo w. 
I half - expect th e roof to go sailing out to sea , tak i ng t he T. V. 
aerial r:i th it . But whats th e odds so lon g as you I re I appy? 

Best \~·ishes for Christm c.s , laddie , o.nd every sort of good 
thin g in the New Year . 

Dear Miter , 

Ah mys yours sin corely , 

PRAl!X RlC!!AllDS. 

-----0 0000- - - -- -

JI!l COOK G.:TS IT OFF HIS Cl!Esr 

4 s,·:anston P:it h, Sou th O,:hey, 
\lntford, Herts, 

So Basil Adw. docs not like Nipper, th e St . Frank ' s school 
boys or myself ? 

Nipper because he bus no brooding - tho st . Frank ' s school 
boys bec ?.use they a re only caricaturef; 111d myself because I asso ci 
nte with the Pr oletaria t by adn:iring lh ppo r. 

Nippe r' 3 dubious on try i nto the world r aises a squeak from 
~r . Ado.m ~d once more our Welfcr o State is threatened . 

Nipper ' s l ack of moral t one and noble character expo ls him 
from the same cla.ss of .Gr cyfrior 1 s chaps, so off r,i tb his hoad , 
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quarter bis body . Fling his reroe.i ne to the ;·.'o lv es . How da re he be 
patronised, honour ed and reC!ernber ed ! 

Will t his oblig,, Basil Adam? 
I must not l ose sight of the f act t hat critic i sm i s a s ol d as 

the hil l s a.nd that the squawk of ange r finds so l ace i n the squeak 
of compla int. I am hg r ~ - even i f unsucc ess fully - t o say what 
I li ke within th e l ar: s of li bel and the bound s of a ccuracy and fair 
comment. 

Because Mr. Adam ba s questioned my abi lit y to sssess the fi ne r 
points which undoub tedly spring f rom good br eeding . He lec tu r es 
r:le and t e l ls me where I can edu cate myse lf. I n fact be ,.-oul d 
sac k me from Greyfri a.r s for h~ving friends at St. Fran.k 1 s. 

But I mus t t ell him that we Pl ebci ens at St . ~,rank 1 s were not 
enti r ely without Nobility . And la pper a lways held his own with 
the Sir Mon ties and Hon, Douglases (vide Boys will be Boys }. 

Who, among th e many Kelson Le e l ove r s \i i l l fight doYm wi th me 
th i s pet ty 3e nse of infe r iority \·;hi ch has co ntinuo usly been thru.ot 
upon us . I l ove St . Frank 's an d have r ead eve r y sto r y dealin g 
with it that app ear ed in th e N.L. L. I state once more that to .oy 
mind Nip per wa.s the poti1er behi nd the t hr one - the pul se running 
through t he eircult,ti on and I sh oul dn ' t be su rp rised if bis ab
sence from it s pages at one period wo.s not the r e a son f or the 
subseq uent decline .. 

:Bob Bl yt he , our ona- tirn e columni st and owner of all the Lee ' s 
won ' t agree with me, I kn ew, He th i nks llipper i s a Prig with a 
Capital P. 

Bob is ve ry quiet the se dg,ys . l!e doe sn ' t vis i t St . Frank t s 
any more . Can it be th at Hamil tonia hes finally enve lo ped him 
and tb i:i.t he pr efe r s Bunte r to Bellton . Neve r tti nd , they Vi.ill 
never convert me. 

And what about th e res t of you Loe- ites? Isn ' t i t about 
ti ce we dominated the Colle ct ors ' t i ges t f or a. chan ge? Tbe 
edit or has to cater for t he majo rity bu t i f you make you r s elf 
hea rd he wi ll bow do 1·m to pr essure . 

I wonder just bow .r.uch of St.. Fr ank I s Mr. Ad.::m has read . 
Therefore I cannot know if he is f amiliar with &.wy Sea rl es Brooks 1 

\7onderfu l ch ar ac ters . I feel sure b.is unilnte rel opinion ,1,.,hicb 
be ha.a expressed in his l ett er in the C.D. is bo rn out of contact 
with St . Frank 's Col lege .. And what t3xactl y do es he mean by tb. e 
St . Pr ank ' s char a ct e rs being only caric atur es? :Did he eve r re ad 
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tho Com:IJuniot series, the Sout h Seas se r ies t tho Snha r :i aories , 
the Uunt.t!:1· t.he Eun ec,ries . For Henvon 1 s Sak e , Ur . Adam, th e 
cbnr ncters in tho ae series a.lone wor e f u l l -bl oode d, t opical , real. 
live p~ople . Ever ydi\Y boys from all \\.0 0.lks of life . 

So bnck to your Bunt e r , Basi l , you haven ' t lived. 

JAJ.IES W. COOK. 

*** 
( :o s eem to be starting tbe No" Yo•.r 1'1ith a sp ot of bot he r, don't 
T"I O? Actu :i.lly Jim's outburst sbc uld have been in last month, but 
wa.o c r owded out. I •m al l f or plenty of hearty , hard -h itting con-
t ro\•ersy , but don ' t le t s take things too serious l y . ~lo musn ' t 
have any libel acti ons, tbey 1 re cx:pen,'I; e . Arly , hon estly, Jim, 
I tr:, to be ~s neutral as a good. referee . H. L.) 

.:AtRED : Stories by Jo.ck llorth , Ri c hord Randolph , Randol ph Rylo , 
? 1rticulnrly School, Cricket and Footba ll Yarns. BROS.i'ER, 
PRl:...~os:.; COl''i' ACE, KINVER, Sl'CURBRIDG.::. 

~: .!!!!..!. copie s of CHlPS bet.,eon Y•3rs 1914 and 1920 ( inc-lu oive } 
Good Conditio n On ly . 2 /6 oncb offered. L. PI.C!O.iAN, 27 ARCHDALE 
?.CJ~~~~~~ :'!1~ , .~~!_~ ~. E. 22~ - ~ .=,t~- - ~---

fuo.r Edi t or, 

C' r i at. ChurC;h Vic.?X~ , 
S3.I'r'let, !ier t o. 

Cnn you, o:.- o.rr:t oth er co l l ~cto r , plc c.oe tell me what t:tc 
"i.r..r,ort wt :!.nnoun cooo nt " was t i: o.t ::.."lurico Down so.id in : :..."\gllet 1682 
i:o wou!d ri:U-:c th e fo llordn s ,7oc k? In th e foll0l1 i nc woe:C. • s issue , 
whi c:~ \'.'~s, of cour se , t he lllo t one, ho oa id ho u ould he.vo t o po s t
por.e th e ~ . .unoW1c.:,cc;!t . Anyone cn:J idoo.s t:"hot ho lu!d in t!l!.nd? 

I fee l Ir.rus t Mswor Rober t F:u-i ah ' :s l ot t er .. Tor.:i "t0rrJ Wt\8 
ce:rt : .i :-,!y smili :15, 'l':tlOOt ,:-~s c c rt:-.inly ~··.ndso n o, Dk. Ito •;;~s ccr -
t :-.inl y burly , but l 1 m bl O":'.·cd if' I c~ toll it f'ror.i ii~cdon nld 1 s 
i llu s tr:-.tio ns . I think !4r . Fti..rish ' s avoo r i -::s crust ronlly bo bnsod 
on t he ox.coll enc a of ::r.r-tin Clifford. 1c duscri: ?t i Yo µCT.Vors, r a thar 
t !ll".n t '.10 ''l"',cm" ill us tr :".tions . l!owovcr , liko ooet of t he ao things , 
.i t is merel y a m:o.tt or of porsonal opinion , 0·1 0-:: w:Ji ch ,·,o hnve to 
0,;1 ·00 to d.iffor . 

Youro vory sinocroly, 

A::T:iONY :!!AY..m . 
·- - ··- ·-- ---- -·· - -- ·-· -- ·- ···- --- -- ---




